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Art Unit: 3731 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this 
application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on Nov. 
3, 2006 has been entered. 

Claims 21-25, 29, 30 and 39-42 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Dehdashtian et al . 
(6,013,092). Dehdashtian et al . , in figure 2a disclose a 
balloon 12 in an expanded state wherein the balloon wall has an 
inner surface facing inward and an outer surface facing outward, 
and in figure 2f , disclose the balloon 12 in its contacted 
condition having a central portion (the portion of the balloon 
12 which is adjacent to catheter body 10) and a plurality of 
structures (wherein one structure is at the top right portion of 
figure 2f and which includes wings 20a'', 20b'' and wherein 
another structure is at the bottom left portion of figure 2f and 
which includes wings 20c'', 20d' ' ) extending from the central 
portion, each structure comprising a first wing 20b' 'or 20d' ' 
wrapped continuously in a first direction (counter clockwise) 
about the central portion of the balloon to and terminating at a 
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first terminating end (e.g. the left end of 20b'' as seen in 
figure 2f) and a second wing 20a' 'or 20c'' wrapped continuously 
in a second direction (clockwise) about the central portion of 
the balloon to and terminating at a second terminating end (e.g. 
the right end of 20a' ' as seen in figure 2f ) as described in 
col. 5, lines 6-16. As to claim 23, when there are six 
longitudinal furrows instead of the four shown in the drawings 
(as described in col. 4, lines 47-56) there are three structures 
instead of the two shown in the drawings. As to claim 24, 
Dehdashtian et al . disclose a plurality of T-shaped structures 
(one T-shaped structure comprising wings 20d' ' , 20b'' and 20c'' 
and another T-shaped structure comprising wings 20d' ' , 20b' ' and 
20a' ' prior to being wrapped about the central portion of the 
balloon as shown in figure 2e) extending from the central 
portion of the balloon. As to claim 30, Dehdashtian et al . 
disclose a plurality of V-shaped structures (one V-shaped 
structure comprising wings 20a'' and 20b'' and another V-shaped 
structure comprising wings 20C' and 20d' ' prior to being 
wrapped about the central portion of the balloon as shown in 
figure 2e) . As to claims 41 and 42, each structure extends from 
the central portion as a double layer of the balloon wall. For 
example, the structure at the top right portion of figure 2f 
(and which includes wings 20a' ' , 20b' ' ) extends from the central 
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portion as a double layer of the balloon wall at the right end 
of the structure (directly to the left of reference numeral 
20b'') and also at the left end of the structure. 

Applicant's arguments filed Nov. 3, 2006 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive for the reasons set forth 
above. Also, each Dehdashtian et al . wing (which is formed of 
several layers) extends continuously around the central portion 
to a terminating end as claimed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Michael 
Thaler whose telephone number is (571) 272-4704. The examiner 
can normally be reached Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Anhtuan T. Nguyen can 
be reached on (571) 272-4963. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(571) 273-8300. 
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